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James 1:27 KJV

27) Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unspotted from the

world.




James 1:1 KJV

1) James, a servant of God and of the
Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes
which are scattered abroad, greeting.




Exodus 29:15-25 KJV

Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the ram.
And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou shalt take his blood, and sprinkle it round about upon the altar.

And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, and wash the inwards of him, and his legs, and put them unto his
pieces, and unto his head.

And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto the LORD: it is a sweet
savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

And thou shalt take the other ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the
ram.

Then shalt thou kill the ram, and take of his blood, and put it upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and
upon the tip of the right ear of his sons, and upon the thumb of their right hand, and upon the great toe

of their right foot, and sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about.

And thou shalt take of the blood that is upon the altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it upon
Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon the garments of his sons with him: and he
shall be hallowed, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons’ garments with him.

Also thou shalt take of the ram the fat and the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul
above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and the right shoulder; for it is a
ram of consecration:

And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer out of the basket of the unleavened
bread that is before the LORD:

And thou shalt put all in the hands of Aaron, and in the hands of his sons; and
shalt wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.

And thou shalt receive them of their hands, and burn them upon the altar for
a burnt offering, for a sweet savour before the LORD: it is an offering made by fire
unto the LORD.




Exodus 23:19 KJV

19) The first of the firstfruits of thy land
thou shalt bring into the house of the
LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe
a kid in his mother’s milk.

432 KOSHER LAWS!
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27) Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unspotted from the

world.




REVOLUTIONARY!

e Jesus was from
CEIEE

» Jesus wasn’ t one of
sabok the religious elite

River

 He chose “unlearned
Bethleheme

Juden - and ignorant men” as
disciples
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Religious Groups in 30 AD

« ESSENES 1ce to
ca’ armed
Afs Influenced by
the Greeks

SEES * The party of the
middle class




Radical & Different

 The Pharisees were preserving the Law

* In the process of trying to keep the Law
PURE, they had INVALIDATED it s intent

* In the history of our religion we have done
an EXCELLENT job of
preserving the Truth




Radical & Different

PHARISEES JESUS

* Legalistic

* Exclusionary nclusive




Purity & Acceptance

« Striving for DOCTRINAL
PURITY often excludes
people

 Striving to simply
INCLUDE PEOPLE often
destroys the Trut

« GRACE is the so
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NET S

* Brings us to GRACE

* A Radical & Different way of looking at
religion

« Real religion is all about living a simple,
loving, Christian life




Pure Religion...

Real religion, the kind that passes muster
before God the Father, is this: Reach out
to the homeless and loveless in their
plight, and guard against corruption from
this godless world.




James is Radical & Different

James is all about REVERSING your
natural tendencies

James goal is to WAKE US UP

WHY we really are here, and WHAT we
should be doing

What is IMPORTANT and what is i
merely for SHOW X Ny




Ecclesial Life

* Ecclesias are NOT, as a rule, model
communities of good behavior

* Ecclesias are places where we PRAC
FORGIVENESS

» Ecclesias are places of GRACE




WISDOM

* Wisdom is skill in living the Truth

 What GOOD is having the Truth, if we
don’ t know how to live it?

 BE YE DOERS OF THE WORD




James 1:22 NIV

22) Do not merely listen to the word, and
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

» James counsels us to DO the readings,
not just “do the readings”




Transformation

 James clarifies the difference between
TRANSFORMATION and INFORMATION

PRIDE SELF-DECEPTION

« Spiritual arrogance * Appearance of

« Academics without spirituality

discipline avoids Reading
humility out not
nearing




7X)

24)

James 1:23-25 KJV

For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass:

For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth what manner of

man he was.

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the

work, this man shall be blessed in

his deed.



Radical & Different
Faith & Works
Rules & Regulations

Effectual & Fervent
Bitter & Sweet
This & That




