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Class 2 
 

Pleasing God is Your Goal 
 
• You were planned… 
 
 • No matter what your parents thought about it…  God planned you 
 
SLIDE 
 
• You were planned for GOD’S pleasure 
 
• It gives God pleasure for Him to bring you into His plan… 
 
• God didn’t NEED to create you…   
 

• He WANTED to create you 
 
  • And He wanted you to be baptized… 
SLIDE 
 
• Ephesians 1:5 NLT 
 

5) God’s unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by  
bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ.  And this gave him great 
pleasure. 

 
SLIDE 
 
• You WERE planned for God’s pleasure… 
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SLIDE 
 
• Bringing pleasure to God is called WORSHIP   
 
SLIDE 
 
• Worship is your 1st Purpose 
 

• Anything that you do that brings pleasure to God is an act of Worship 
 
• Worship is one of the things that God desires of you… 
 
• We sometimes think of Worship as singing Hymns or maybe saying Prayers 
 
 • But, Worship is so much more than that… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Worship is not a PART of your life…   
 
SLIDE 
 
• Worship IS your Life! 
 
 • We are instructed to Worship Him Continually… 
 
  • To Worship from Sunrise to Sunset 
 
• We have Biblical Examples of people Worshipping God… 
 
 • At Work 
 
 • At Home 
 
 • In Battle 
 
 • In Jail 
 
 • In the middle of a field 
 
 • Even in Bed! 
 
• Every thing you do can be transformed into an act of Worship… 
 

• When you do it for praise, glory and pleasure of God 
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SLIDE 
 
• 1st Corinthians 10:31 NIV  
 

31) So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of  
  God. 
 
• How can you do every thing to the Glory of God? 
 
 • By dedicating what you do to God 
 
 • By giving it to Him like a Sacrifice 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Romans 12:1 MSG  
 

1) So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday,  
ordinary life - your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life 
- and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for 
you is the best thing you can do for him. 

 
• Pleasing God is the Goal of your Life 
 
• Paul says it plainly to the Ephesians… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Ephesians 5:10 MSG 
 

10) Figure out what will please God, and then do it. 
 
• Fortunately, it’s not that difficult to figure out… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Here’s an example of 5 things that please God: 
 
SLIDE 
 
1 - God is pleased when you LOVE Him Supremely 
 
• What God wants most from you is a relationship 
 
 • God loves you, and He longs for you to Love Him back 
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SLIDE 
 
• Hosea 6:6 MSG 
 

6) I’m after love that lasts, not more religion.  I want you to know GOD, not  
simply go to more meetings. 

 
• It’s that simple…   
 
SLIDE 
 

• God wants you to Love Him! 
 
SLIDE 
 
2 - God is pleased when you TRUST Him Completely 
 
• Trusting God Completely means having Faith that He knows what’s best for your Life 
 
 • You expect Him to keep His promises, help you with the problems, and do the 
  impossible when necessary 
 
• Trusting is an act of worship 
 
 • Parents are pleased when children trust their love and wisdom 
 
 • So is our Heavenly Father 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Psalm 147:11 NLT 
 

11) The LORD is pleased with those who worship him and trust his love. 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Trust in God completely 
 
SLIDE 
 
3 - God is pleased when you OBEY Him Wholeheartedly 
 
• God doesn’t owe you an explanation for everything that He asks of you 
 
• Understanding can wait…  but, obedience can’t 
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• God wants you to simply do what He tells you to… 
 
 • Not picking and choosing the things that fit your schedule, or fit your own 
  personality or Comfort Zone 
 
 • Obey Him Wholeheartedly 
 
• Wholeheartedly means “Completely” and “Exactly” 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Psalm 119:33 NLT 
 
 33) Point out your rules to me, and I won't disobey a single one of them.  
 
• Jesus explains why Obedience is pleasing to God…   
 

• Because it shows Him that you love Him 
 
SLIDE 
 
• John 14:15 NIV 
 

15) If you love me, you will obey my commandments. 
 
SLIDE 
 
• God wants you to obey him with all your heart 
 
SLIDE 
 
4 - God is pleased when you PRAISE Him Continually 
 
• Few things feel better than receiving heartfelt Praise… 
 
 • God feels the same way 
 
• We praise God for who He is 
 
 • We thank God for what He has done 
 
• We must learn to understand the value and power of Praising our Lord 
 
• David understood the value of Praising God: 
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SLIDE 
 
• Psalm 69:30-31 NIV 
 

30) I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.  
31) This will please the LORD more than an ox, more than a bull with its horns  

and hoofs. 
 
SLIDE 
 
• God is pleased when you praise him continually 
 
SLIDE 
 
5 - God is pleased when you USE Your Abilities 
 
• Don’t think that God is only pleased with you when you are doing “Spiritual Things” 
 like reading the Bible or Praying… 
 
 • God enjoys watching you all through the day 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Psalm 37:23 NLT 
 

23) The steps of the godly are directed by the LORD.  He delights in every  
detail of their lives. 

 
• God especially enjoys watching you use the special talents and abilities that He gave  

you, and seeing you make something of them… 
 
• God gives everyone different gifts as it pleases Him 
 
 • Some People are Athletic and some People are Analytical 
 
 • Some People are Mechanical and some People are Musical 
 
• No matter who you are, every thing you do (except for sin) can be done to please God 
 
• You don’t bring pleasure to God by hiding your abilities  
 
 • When you reject a part of yourself, you are rejecting God’s wisdom in 
  creating you and giving you that Gift 
 
 • You may have not ever looked for a way to praise God with your talents, but 
  that doesn’t mean that you can’t 
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• You can bring God pleasure in every thing that you do… 
 
 • You can Worship God continually in all that you do 
 
SLIDE 
 
• The Heart of Worship is Surrender… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Surrender is a hard word to swallow… 
 
 • It implies Losing…   
 

• And no one wants to be a Loser 
 
• We feel much more comfortable with concepts like… 
 
 • Winning 
 • Succeeding 
 • Conquering 
 • Overcoming 
 
• But, God asks you to do things like: 
 
 • Submit 
 • Yield 
 • Obey 
 • Surrender 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Surrendering your life to God is what He wants MOST from you 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Romans 12:1 NIV 
 

1) Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your  
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your 
spiritual act of worship. 

 
SLIDE 
 
• True worship only happens when you surrender your life to God 
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SLIDE 
 

• God wants your life…  your ENTIRE life…   
 
SLIDE 
 

• 100% of it! 
 
• What holds us back from giving God 100% 
 
SLIDE 
 
• There are 3 things that hold you back from giving yourself completely to God: 
 
SLIDE 
 
1 – You don’t surrender because of FEAR 
 
• Trust is an essential ingredient to surrender 
 
 • You can’t surrender to God unless you trust Him 
 
 • Fear keeps you from trusting God 
 
SLIDE 
 
• 1st John 4:18 NIV  
 

18) There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear  
  has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
 
• In order for you to give yourself completely to God, you have to learn to trust Him 
 

• The more you come to know God, the more you come to trust Him 
 
• The more you come to understand His love for us, the more you trust Him 
 
• The greatest demonstration of God’s love for you is simple… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Romans 5:8 NIV  
 

8) But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still  
sinners, Christ died for us. 
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• If you want to understand how much you matter to God, consider the fact that he 
 sacrificed His son for you 
 
• Don’t let fear keep us back from surrendering to God 
 
SLIDE 
 
2 – You don’t surrender because of PRIDE 
 
• What was the temptation that the Serpent tempted Adam and Eve with? 
 
 • You will live forever? 
 
 • You will find happiness like you never have before? 
 
 • You will be able to eat anything you want and not get fat? 
 
• No…   
 

• He said, “You will be like God” 
 
 • It’s that first, simple temptation that still haunts us today 
 
• Our pride doesn’t want to admit that we are simply creatures and not really in 
 charge of anything 
 
• We accept your humanity intellectually, but not emotionally 
 
 • Facing your own limitations often irritates you, angers you and causes  
  resentment to build up within you 
 
• In order to truly give yourself to God you have to learn to admit your limitations 
 
SLIDE 
 
3 – You don’t surrender because of CONFUSION 
 
• Misunderstanding what Surrender means keeps you from doing it 
 
• Surrendering to God is not passive resignation, fatalism or laziness… 
 
 • Surrendering means the exact opposite of accepting the status quo: 
 
  • Sacrificing your life or suffering in order to change what needs to be 
   changed 
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• Surrendering to God does not mean you give up all rational thinking or repress your 
 personality 
 
 • God wants you for who you are…   
 

• Complete with your unique personality and the independent mind that he  
gave you… 

 
SLIDE 
 
• C.S. Lewis writes about this paradox… 
 

“The more we let God take us over, the more truly ourselves we become.  
God made us.  He invented all the different people that you and I are 
intended to be.  It is when I turn to God, when I give up myself to His 
personality, that I first begin to have a real personality of my own.” 

 
• To surrender is to say, “Yes, Lord”, even when it doesn’t make sense to you… 
 
• Look at the example of Simon: 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Luke 5:5 NIV 
 

5) Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught  
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 
SLIDE 
 
• When you surrender to God, you trust Him to work things out instead of trying to 
 manipulate others, force your agenda and control the situation 
 
SLIDE 
 
• When you surrender to God, you don’t feel obliged to react to criticism or rush to  
 defend yourself.   
 

• You don’t push others out of the way, demand your rights, or act in any way  
that’s self-serving 

 
• You don’t have to… 
 
 • You are doing what God wants you to do… 
 
• The best example we have of surrendering our will to God is our Lord Jesus… 
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SLIDE 
 
• Mark 14:36 NIV  
 

36) “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from  
  me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 
 
• Jesus didn’t say…   
 

• “God, if you are ABLE, please take this from me…” 
 
 • Jesus was confident that with God “everything is possible” 
 
 • He wanted to do what was in God’s best interest… not his own 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Jesus surrendered to God because he LOVED him… 
 
SLIDE 
 
 • We surrender NOT out of obligation or duty…   
 
SLIDE 
 

• But out of LOVE 
 
• Because God loved you first…  while you were still a sinner… 
 
• God wants a loving relationship with you 
 
SLIDE 
 
 • God wants to be your friend… 
 
• That’s a hard concept to swallow… 
 
• But, from the very beginning God has expressed this desire… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• In the Garden God enjoyed that type of relationship with Adam and Eve… 
 
 • There were no rituals, no ceremonies, no religion… 
 
 • Just a simple, loving relationship between God and the people He created 
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SLIDE 
 
• From the beginning God intended for you to enjoy this type of relationship with Him 
 
 • You were intended to walk in God’s continual presence 
 
SLIDE 
 
• But, after the fall, that ideal relationship was lost 
 
• A few people in the Old Testament enjoyed that type of relationship 
 
 • Moses and Abraham were called “friends of God” 
 
 • David was called a “man after God’s own heart” 
 
 • Noah, Enoch and Job all had intimate relationships with God 
 
• But, fear of God was much more common… 
 
SLIDE 
  
• Mankind’s sins separate us from a relationship with God 
 
 • Your sins position you as an enemy with God 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Christ changed all that when he gave himself for our sins 
 
 • You are no longer separated from God  
 
 • You are no longer enemies of God… But friends 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Romans 5:10-11 NIV 
 

10) For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through  
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life!  

11) Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus  
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 
• Friends of God and friends of Jesus 
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SLIDE 
 
• John 15:15 NIV 
 

15) I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his  
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that 
I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

 
• God wants you to reach out to him 
 
 • He wants you to develop a friendship with him 
 
 • A lasting, personal, intimate relationship 
 
• God has planned the details of your life, so that you could become His friend 
 
 • That’s how much God wants this relationship to work 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Acts 17:26-27 MSG  
 

26) Starting from scratch, he made the entire human race and made the earth  
hospitable, with plenty of time and space for living 

27) so we could seek after God, and not just grope around in the dark but  
actually find him. He doesn’t play hide-and-seek with us. He’s not 
remote; he’s near. 

 
• Knowing and loving God is our greatest privilege 
 
 • And knowing and being loved of God is His greatest pleasure 
 
• It’s easier to understand a Creator - Created relationship than a personal,  
 intimate relationship with the omnipotent God… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• How do you become best friends with God 
 
 • He gives us 6 suggestions in the Scriptures 
 
SLIDE 
 
1 - Through CONSTANT CONVERSATION 
 
• It takes much more than weekly attendance at the Memorial Service… 
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 • To develop friendship with God you have to share ALL of your life  
  experiences with Him 
 
• Of course, it’s important to establish the habit of daily devotional time with God… 
 
 • But He wants more than an appointment in your schedule! 
 
• God wants to be included in every conversation, every problem and every thought 
 
 • Carry on a continuous one-sided conversation with God throughout the day 
 
  • Pray without ceasing… 
 
• The key to sustaining constant conversation with God is not to change what you do, 
 but to change the attitude toward what you do 
 
 • Include God in even the most menial parts of your day 
 
• In the Garden worship wasn’t a scheduled event, but a continual attitude 
 
• Don’t worry if you don’t feel God present every moment of your day 
 

• Your goal is not a feeling, but a constant awareness of the reality of God  
in your life 

 
• Learn to cultivate that awareness of God being real in your everyday life 
 
 • Practice shorter, conversational prayers continually throughout the day rather 
  than simply a long complex prayer at the end of the day 
 
• Practicing this awareness of God being real is a habit that you will develop 
 
 • You must train your mind to remember God 
 
SLIDE 
 
2 - Through CONTINUAL MEDITATION 
 
• Meditation is NOT clearing your mind of all thoughts 
 
 • Meditation is the opposite 
 
• You can’t spend the whole day reading the Word of God 
 

• But you can think about God’s Word all throughout your day 
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• Meditation is quite simple…   
 

• It’s not some mysterious, complicated talent… 
 
• When you think about a problem over and over…   
 

• That’s called Worry 
 
• When you think about God and what He’s said over and over…   
 

• That’s called Meditation 
 
• Amazingly enough, the more you Meditate, the less you have to worry about 
 
• God will share more with you the more you meditate 
 
 • As you continually think on His word, more and more of it will become clear to 
  you 
 
• Develop the practice of reviewing the truth in your mind 
 
 • The more time you spend reviewing what God has said, the more you will 
  understand the how to successfully navigate this life 
 
SLIDE 
 
3 - Through BEING HONEST WITH GOD 
 
• The first building block of any close friendship is complete honesty 
 
• God is always 100% honest with you 
 
 • You must be honest with God about your faults and your feelings 
 
• Look at Abraham, Moses and David…   
 

• Perfection has never been a prerequisite of being a friend of God 
 
 • But, being honest with God about your faults is 
 
• Also notice how the friends of God in the Old Testament felt free to be honest about 
 their feelings also… 
 
 • Complaining, second-guessing, accusing, and even arguing with God didn’t 
  seem to bother God…   Instead He seems to encourage it! 
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• Abraham questions and challenges God over the destruction of Sodom 
 
• David accuses God of betrayal, unfairness and abandonment 
 
• Job vents his bitterness during his ordeal, and in the end God defended him to his  

friends for being honest 
 
• What we sometimes think is Audacity, God sees as Authenticity 
 
• To become a friend of God, you must learn to be honest with Him about your feelings 
 
 • Sharing with God what you really feel…   
 

• Not what you think you should say! 
 
• If you truly believe that God uses everything for good in your life… 
 
 • Then you become comfortable bringing out the deep hidden areas of your life 
  where you’ve harbored resentment to God over your past hurts,  
  unanswered prayers, appearance, background and other things 
 
• Hidden bitterness towards God creates a barrier  
 
 • Why would I want to be friends with Him if he allowed this to happen to me? 
 
• You must come to have faith in the fact that everything God does is in your best  
 interest…   
 
 • Even if it’s painful or if you don’t understand why He did it 
 
• Every character described in the Bible as being a friend of God is recorded as having 
 battles with Doubt 
 
• Instead of masking the doubt with clichés, they voiced them to God 
 

• Expressing Doubt is often the first step toward the next level of intimacy  
with God 

 
SLIDE 
 
4 - Through CHOOSING TO OBEY GOD IN FAITH 
 
• Every time you trust God wisdom and do what He says (even if you don’t understand  
 it), you deepen your friendship with God 
 
• Obedience isn’t normally a characteristic of friendship 
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• But, in the friendship you develop with God… 
 

• Obedience is a key characteristic 
 
• You obey God, not out of duty or fear, but because you love Him 
 
• Your obedience to God isn’t based on obligation, or guilt or fear of punishment… 
 
 • Your obedience springs from an appreciation of being set free from all that 
 
• True friendship isn’t passive…  
 

• It acts! 
 
 • When we are asked to do things for God, we are motivated by our love to obey 
 
• Your acts of obedience are usually not Great Things 
 
• Great opportunities may come once in a lifetime 
 
 • But, the little things are there every day 
 
 • God simply wants your obedience in the little things…   
 
  • Telling the Truth 
 
  • Being Kind  
   
  • Encouraging Others 
 
SLIDE 
 
5 - Through CHOOSING TO VALUE WHAT GOD VALUES 
 
• Friends care about what is important to the other person more than about what is 
 important to themselves 
 
• The closer you become friends with God, the more you will care about what He cares 
 about 
 
• The less interested you will be with the things of the world that surround you 
 
 • The more you will care for the things of the world to come 
 
• As you develop a friendship with God, you will begin to value what He values 
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• One of the things that God values most is that every person should come to salvation 
 
 • If you value what God values, you will want to share His message with as many 
  people as you can 
 
• Friends of God tell their Friends about God 
 
SLIDE 
 
6 - Through DESIRING FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD more than anything else 
 
• The friends of God in the Bible were all very passionate about their relationships with 
 Him 
 
 • More so than about anything else in their lives… 
 
• David filled the Psalms with words like, longing, yearning, thirsting, hungering 
 
• Jacob was so passionate to have God bless his life that he wrestled with him all night 
 
 • The really amazing part of that story is that God let Jacob WIN! 
 
 • God isn’t offended when you “wrestle” with Him…   
 

• It’s a close, passionate activity, and God loves it when you are  
passionate with Him 

 
• Paul was also very passionate about his relationship with God 
 
 • Through his writings we see his desire to develop a friendship with God 
 
 • Getting to know the mind of God through the person of Jesus Christ was Paul’s  

main focus, his first priority, the ultimate goal of his life… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Philippians 3:10 AMP 
 

10) For my determined purpose is that I may know Him, that I may  
progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, 
perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person 
more strongly and more clearly, and that I may in that same way come to 
know the power out flowing from His resurrection which it exerts over 
believers, and that I may so share His sufferings as to be continually 
transformed in spirit into His likeness even to His death, 
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• The fact of the matter is…   
 
 • You are close to God as you choose to be 
 
• Intimate friendship with God is a choice…   
 

• You must intentionally seek it 
 
• Do you really want it? 
 
 • More than anything else? 
 
  • What is it worth to you? 
 
• Is it worth giving up other things? 
 
 • Is it worth the effort to develop the habits and skills required? 
 
• God wants all of you… 
 
 • He doesn’t want a part of your life… 
 
 • He asks for all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength 
 
• God wants us to worship Him  
 
• But God has requirements for the Worship that we give him 
 

• But God wants us to worship Him in a manner that is pleasing to Him 
 

SLIDE 
 
• Worship that pleases God has 4 characteristics: 
 
SLIDE 
 
1 - God is pleased when your Worship is ACCURATE 
 
• You can’t create your own “comfortable” version of God and worship it 
 
 • You have to take Him as He reveals Himself to you 
 
• People often like to say, “I like to think of God as…” 
 
 • And then they share their idea of the kind of God that they want to worship 
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• Your worship must be based on the truth of the scripture 
 

• Not on your own opinions 
 
SLIDE 
 
• John 4:22-24 NIV 
 

22)  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do  
know, for salvation is from the Jews.  

23) Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will  
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks.  

24) God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 
 
• To “worship in truth” means to worship God as he is truly revealed in the Bible, not 
 as we find it convenient 
 
• To please God our worship must be accurate 
 
SLIDE 
 
2 - God is pleased when your Worship is AUTHENTIC 
 
• When Jesus said, “worship in spirit”, he didn’t mean the Holy Spirit 
 
 • He was referring to your own spirit 
 
 • Your worship must originate in your heart 
 
• Worship must be genuine and heartfelt 
 
 • It’s not a matter of saying the right words 
 

• But meaning what you say! 
 
• God hates hypocrisy, pretense, phoniness or showmanship… 
 
 • He wants your honest, real, authentic love 
 
• You can worship God imperfectly…  
 

• But, you cannot worship Him insincerely 
 
• Of course, sincerity is not enough…  You can be sincerely wrong! 
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• That’s why your worship has to be both Accurate and Authentic 
 
• Look at the previous verse we just read in the Message 
 
SLIDE 
 
• John 4:23 MSG  
 

23) But the time is coming—it has, in fact, come—when what you’re called will  
not matter and where you go to worship will not matter. “It’s who you are 
and the way you live that count before God. Your worship must engage 
your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s the kind of people the Father is out 
looking for:  those who are simply and honestly themselves before 
him in their worship.” 

 
• Worship that pleases God engages your emotions 
 
 • Those emotions must be genuine, not faked 
 
• Real worship happens when your heart responds to what God has done for you 
 
 • Not when you responds to what others around you are doing 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Our worship has to be authentic if we want to please God 
 
SLIDE 
 
3 - God is pleased when your Worship is THOUGHTFUL 
 
• If worship is mindless, then it is meaningless 
 
 • God isn’t pleased with thoughtless singing of hymns, perfunctory praying of 
  clichés, and careless exhortations 
 
• Jesus called thoughtless worship “Vain Repetitions” 
  
 • You should approach God with fresh, well-thought out, specific areas of praise 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Matthew 6:7 NIV 
 
 7) And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think  

they will be heard because of their many words. 
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• Don’t fear not sounding like a “Christadelphian” 
 
 • Just because you’ve never heard anyone use that term in a prayer before  
  doesn’t mean that it’s wrong 
 
  • It might even be better! 
 
 • Consider whether or not what you are going to say best expresses the  
  emotions that you have towards God 
 
• God wants your prayers to be genuine and sound like they came from you 
 
 • Not like you pieced together several nice sayings that you’ve heard said 
  over the past 25 years 
 
• As a matter of fact, be a little concerned when your prayers start to sound too much 
 like a “Christadelphian” 
 
• God chose you for your unique personality 
 
 • He wants to hear from you…   
 

• Not all the Brethren that have come before you 
 
• God is pleased when you engage your mind, and not just your mouth 
 
• It might not rhyme, and it won’t sound as nice…  But it will be real! 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Our worship must be thoughtful 
 
SLIDE 
 
4 - God is pleased when your Worship is GIVING 
 
• Real worship costs you something… 
 
SLIDE 
 
• 2nd Samuel 24:24 NIV 
 

24) But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it.  I will not 
  sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.”  
  So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of  
  silver for them. 
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• Real worship costs you your self-centeredness 
 
 • You cannot exalt God and yourself at the same time 
 
• You don’t worship to be seen by others  
 
 • You deliberately shift the focus off yourself 
 
• Real worship takes effort and energy 
 
 • It is not always convenient or comfortable 
 
• Real worship means giving up your level of comfort and doing it for God 
 

• When you praise God when you don’t feel like it… 
 

• When you get out of bed to worship when you’re tired… 
 

• When you help others when you are worn out… 
 
• That is the worship that pleases God 
 
SLIDE 
 
• That is Real Worship 
 
SLIDE 
 
• God is REAL, no matter how you feel 
 
• It’s easy to worship God when things are going great in your life 
 
 • But circumstances are not always pleasant 
 
 • How do you worship God then? 
 
SLIDE 
 
• The DEEPEST LEVEL OF WORSHIP is praising God in spite of pain, thanking God 
 during a trial, trusting God when tempted, surrendering to God while suffering,  
 and loving God when He seems distant 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Friendships are often tested by separation 
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SLIDE 
 
 • In your friendship with God you won’t always feel close to Him 
 
• In order to mature your friendship, God will test it with periods of seeming separation 
 
• God has promised that He will never leave you or forsake you 
 
 • But, that doesn’t mean you will always feel Him near you 
 
• God wants to know if your feelings toward Him are best described by one of the  

following two sayings: 
 
SLIDE 
 
 • Absence Makes the Heart Grow Fonder 
 
• Or… 
 
SLIDE 
 
 • Out of Sight, Out of Mind 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Yes, God does want you to feel His presence in your life… 
 
SLIDE 
 
 • But, He is more concerned that you learn to Trust Him than Feel Him 
 
SLIDE 
 
 • Faith, not Feelings is what pleases God 
 
• You must worship God continually…  regardless of how you feel at the time 
 
SLIDE 
 
• You were planned for God’s Pleasure 
 
SLIDE 
 
• Worship is one of God’s purposes for your life 


